THE ILLUSTRATED
CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S

BIBLE

Bible Stories retold by Anne de Graaf * Hlustrations by José Pérez Monter:




CONTENTS

The Old Testament

God Makes Everything 4
God Is Pleased 5
The First Man and Woman ---==-=s-eceemececeaeac
The Garden of Eden 6
All for a Piece of Fruit 8
Out of Eden 8
Two Brothers 10
The First Murder 11
Noah Builds a Boat 12
The Voyage of the Ark 12
The Rescue 14
The End of the Storm 14
The City Builders 16
Higher than the Clouds 17
God Chooses Abram 18
The Promise of God 19
On the Way to Sodom 20
Lot Is Rescued 21
Isaac Is Born 22
Abraham and Isaac 22
True Trust 24
Saved in Time 24
Mission Impossible 26
Rebekah 27
Twin Brothers 28
An Expensive Meal 29
Rebekah Is Cunning 30
A Family s Divided 31
The Wrestling Match and Jacob’s New Name 32
Fighting in the Tent 34
Joseph’s Dream 35
In the Well 36
On the Way to Egypt 38
Joseph Must Work Hard 39
In Prison 40
The Dreams of Two Men ==-====-====comeemeneaz 42
The Pharaoh’s Dream 43
Fat and Skinny Cows -hd
Joseph Helps Pharaoh 46
The Brothers Learn Their Lesson-------------- 48
Benjamin May Go Along -----------=--=---=---- 50
The Stolen Cup 52
The Truth Comes Out 54
A Baby in a Boat 57
Saved by a Princess 57
Moses Strikes a Blow for Freedom------------ 58

The Bush That Caught Fire Without a Match 60

A Hundred and One Excuses-------------=----- 6(}
Pharaoh Says No 62
God Promises Action 63
Terrible Plagues 64
The Last Plague 66
The First Passover 66
God Leads the Way 68
A Wall of Waves 70
Nothing to Drink 74
Nothing to Eat 75
God on the Mountain 76
The Ten Commandments ----------==-s-se-neven 78
God Cares for His People --------=msmommmmeeean 78
The Golden Calf 80
The Ten Commandments Given Once Again 82
Within Sight of the Promised Land ----------- 84
We Are Not Strong Enough --------=eeeeeeeee 86
The Forty-Year Punishment ------------snueuux 86
The Choice of Life or Death ---------sese-emnen 88
The Song and Last Days of Moses ----------- 88
I Spy the Enemy 90
The Spies Escape 92
Saved by a Red Cord 94
On the Edge of the Promised Land ----------- 95
Crossing the River Jordan ------------------—--- 96
The Battle Won with Trumpets ---------=------ 98
The Wise Woman under the Palm Tree ----- 100
Who Will Kill Sisera? 101
Gideon Begins His Work ------------e-ee--- 102
It Takes Fewer Men to Win the Battle ------- 102
Listening in the Night 104
Trumpets and Torches 104
Fighting with a Lion 106
Samson Tells a Riddle 108
Samson and Delilah 110
The Strongest Man Wins ----------------—-- 113
A Bad Time 114
A Woman of Loyalty 114
Ruth Goes to Work 116
The Great-grandmother of a King ----------- 119
Waiting for a Baby 120
Peninnah Hurts Hannah ----------eeeeeeceeeee 122
A Prayer from the Heart -------e--eseeemceeeea- 124
Baby Samuel 125
Hannah Leaves Samuel with Eli ------------- 126
Becoming a Priest 128
Samuel Hears God’s Voice -------=-=--eucuan 1 28
The Lost Donkeys 130

The Big Secret 132




Saul Becomes King 132
God Chooses a New King ------sesmmcenmncaes 134
David Cares for Saul 135
The Giant 137
Goliath’s Insults 137
David the Giant-Killer 137
King Saul Is Jealous 140
Friends for Life 141
Jonathan Saves David’s Life -----=-nmnameeuemm 142
Alone in a Cave 145
Everything Is Lost 147
David Loses Saul and Jonathan -------------- 147
David Is Crowned 148
The Ark of God Arrives in Jerusalem ------- 151
David Becomes a Murderer ------------------- 152
The Broken King 153
The Young King 154
Solomon’s Dream 154
The Baby with Two Mothers ----------------- 1 56
A Temple for the Lord 159
The Visit of the Queen of Sheba ------------- 160
The Contest 162
Fire and Rain 164
The Chariot of Fire 166
A Strange Way to Cross a River --=-=-=------- 168
The Bottomless Jar of Oil --=----=-eeeeeeeeeeuu 170
Jeremiah Stays Behind ------=---mceeeeeeeeeeen | 72
Tobit Becomes Blind 174
Tobias and the Angel Raphael----------------- 176
Tobit’s Sight Restored 178
Nebuchadnezzar and Holofernes ------------- 1 80)
Judith’s Mission 182
Judith Beheads Holofernes --------=-----=----- 184
Holofernes’ Death Is Discovered --=--===-=--- 184
The Proud King 188
Queen Vashti’s Refusal ---------=-seemeeeeae- 19
Miss Persia 192
The Jews Must Die 194
Esther Has a Plan 197
Esther Saves Her People ------amommmmmcananens 198
Haman Is Hanged 199
A Chance to Survive 200
Fighting Back 200
Mattathias and His Sons ===-===mmmemmmcmmmeaen 202
Martyrdom of Eleazar 204
Martyrdom of the Seven Brothers ------------206
Purification of the Temple -=---=-=mmermmmcmua- 208
Prayers for Those Killed in Battle ------------210

Baruch and the Jews in the City of Babylon 212
A Special School 214

Being Different 216

A Test of Faith 216
Passing the Test 218
The Wizards 220
What Does the King's Dream Mean? -------222
A Never-Ending Kingdom --------sesenoemeeen 223
Three Brave Men 224
The Blazing Furnace 224
The King's Feast 226
Writing on the Wall 227
The Lions’ Den 228
Susanna’s Beauty Attracts Two Elders-------230
Susanna Is Rescued 232
Daniel and the Priest of Bel -------------------234
Runaway from God 236
Storm at Sea 237
The Big Fish 238
Jonah Changes His Mind =----===--=sesnnseeaan 240
God Is Good 240

The New Testament

An Angel Visits a Young Girl -----------------242
A Trip over the Mountaing=---=-=======z-zu--- 243
Beside the Well 244
Joseph’s Dream 245
Jesus Is Born 246
The Shepherds 248
The Star That Led to the Baby’s Cradle -----250
Gifts for a King 251
He Will Be Called a Nazarene ----------cuexun 252
Joseph and Mary Lose Jesus ------------------254
Jesus Is Baptized 256
Jesus and His Cousin 256
The Enemy of God Tempts Jesus------------- 258
The First Disciples 260
This Is How to Catch Fish --------seemeee---- 261
There’s No More Wine! -----eeeoccmmmmeanaan 262
The Unholy Temple 264
He Is the Water of Life -----------meemcmeeeeee 266
The Woman at the Well ------mccememmmncnnanen 267
Four Men on the Roof 268
The Tax Collector Says Yes -=---nmmmemmmmemnn 268
Waiting for a Miracle 271
The Twelve Men Set Apart --=---=-=-==mmnmo- 273
True Happiness 274
Do You Know How to Be Salt? ------eeeeeeee 274
The Treasure Hunt 276
How to Build a House 277
A Special Act 278
Planting Seeds 280




Planting Seeds in the Right Places -----------280
The Difference Between Wheat and Weeds 282
Mustard Seed and Yeast ----------=-=esunmmaemv 283
The Storm 284
The Other Side 287
The Wild Man in the Graveyard -------------288
More People Are Healed ------------sevevenna- 291
The Weak King 293
To a Quiet Place 294
Teaching Thousands 295
Food for the Hungry 296
The Boy Whose Lunch Fed Thousands -----296
Jesus Walks on Water 298
Peter Walks on Water 300
The Faith of a Foreigner ----------------------303
A Blind Man Healed at Bethsaida -----------304
The Rock Man 305
Moses and Elijah 307
The Children Come First --------------=------- 309
Not Alone 309
The Healed Leper 310
Why Not Say Thank You? ---------=-e-e------ 311
A Second Chance 312
The Good Samaritan 314
Martha and Mary 317
The Good Shepherd 318
Lazarus Lives 321
The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin -----------322
The Loving Father 324
Coming Home 324
Money Lovers 326
The Rich Man and Lazarus -------------------326
More Lessons About Prayer -------------z-=-- 328
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector ---------- 328
Forgiving Someone Who Hurts You --------- 329
Let the Children Come to Me ----------------330
The Rich Young Man 332
Who Comes First? 333
The Workers in the Vineyard ----------------- 335
The Little Man in the Tree -------------------- 337
A Job Well Done 338
Mary’s Act of Love 338
The Big Parade 340
Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 340
Cleaning Out the Temple ------=--ecmnsmmmaean 342
Healing in the Temple 343
Who Gave the Most? 344
The Five Careless Bridesmaids -------------- 346
Judas 348
Preparing the Last Passover --------ceeceeeeeu 350

Who Is Greatest? 350

The Servant King 352

The Reason Why 353
The Lord’s Supper 354
When the Cock Crows 356
A Home in Heaven 357
Jesus Prays for His Followers ----------------358
Betrayed by a Kiss 360
Peter Fights Back 363
Jesus Is Taken Prisoner 363
Peter’s Great Mistake 364
Jesus and Pilate 366
Jesus and Herod 368
Pilate Tries to Free Jesus -----------mvomememnm- 370
The Death Sentence 370
They Make Fun of Jesus -------------=-o-=--=- 373
The Weeping Women 375
Jesus on the Cross 375
The Last Moments 376
The Death of Jesus 378
The Temple Curtain Splits in Two ----------- 381
The Burial 382
Guards at the Tomb 385
An Empty Tomb 386
Mary Magdalene Sees Jesus ------------------ 388
The Disciples See Jesus -------=-zmsmsmmmmemnn 390
The Story of Thomas 392
Breakfast by the Sea 392
Do You Really Love Me? ------=--=-=n-=------ 394
Home to the Father 397
A Time of Waiting 398
The Holy Spirit 398
Healing and Teaching 400
Peter and John in Trouble ------ssseemememmnmv 400
An Angel Frees the Apostles ----------------- 402
The Apostles Are Questioned ----------------- 402
Stephen Is Not Afraid 404
The Road to Damascus 406
Peter Has a Vision 408
Peter Visits an Army Officer -------=--seemuumv 411
Good News for Everyone -------=--eseenaumne 411
Peter Escapes from Prison -----------sznnnmomv 413
Paul as a Preacher 415
Singing in the Prison 416
Paul Is Warned 418
Paul Speaks to the Mob --------maeemeeeaaeaa- 420
Paul Must Die! 422
Shipwrecked! 423
Safe in Malta 424
Rome at Last 426
Special Messages 429
God’s New World 431




Isaac Is Born

Genesis 21:1-6

God had promised Sarah and
Abraham a child, and Sarah should
not have worried. When the three
strangers visited Sarah and Abraham,
the Lord promised they would have a
baby within a year.

Sure enough, in less than a year the
impossible happened. Old Sarah, far
too old to have children, gave birth to
a son. Abraham was a hundred years
old when Sarah’s baby was born. He
and Sarah were so happy, so thankful
to God for finally answering their
prayers, they cried for joy.
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Every time Abraham saw the boy,
he smiled. And Sarah smiled all the
time. The child made them so happy,
they would often laugh together. So
they called the baby Isaac, which
meant “He Laughs.” The boy was a
good reason to laugh and be happy.

Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 2212

“Abraham!” The Voice of God called.
“Take your son, your only son Isaac.
I know how much you love him,

and this is why I ask you to do this
difficult thing. I want you to give
Isaac back to Me.”




Abraham said nothing. The God he
knew would never want him to kill
his own son. Abraham knew that.
God had promised that Isaac would
have many children. How could that
happen if Isaac were dead?

[t was like holding a friend’s hand
when you cannot see where you are
going. The friend has said you are
headed for a deep hole and you may
fall into it. You hold onto the friend’s

hand anyway because it is the only
guidance you can trust. Your friend
will not let you down. Step by step,
you follow him.

Abraham knew he could choose not
to trust God. He could say no, run in
fear and try and hide. But who can
hide from God? Or he could choose
to trust. Perhaps there was more to
God’s plan than what first seemed to
be there.




God Leads the Way
Exodus 13:17—14:13

All the people of Israel gathered in
one place. God showed the way in
the daytime by a pillar of cloud. They
left together and followed it. In the
nighttime it became a pillar of fire to
give them light. This way the people
always knew which way to go.

God led them along the desert road,
toward the Red Sea. The Israelites
were a great crowd of people. They
spread out on both sides of the road.
As they herded their many animals




before them, dust rose into a big
cloud.

Back in Egypt, though, Pharaoh had
changed his mind. “Who will do all
the building and make all the bricks?”
he asked himself.

Then Pharaoh took six hundred of
his best chariots and the best men
in his army. They charged after the
people of Israel.

“Make camp on the shores of the
Red Sea,” God told Moses. “Pharaoh
will think he has you trapped
between the water and his army. But
this will be another chance for Me to
do a mighty work. The Egyptians will
know that I am God.”

The people of Israel set up
camp where Moses told them. But
something was wrong. Those on the
outskirts of the camp could feel the
ground shaking. They looked up and
saw a cloud of dust coming closer.

A cry went up, Pharaoh was hunting
them down! There they were, with
nowhere to go but into the water.
“We're trapped!” they cried out.

They yelled at Moses, “What have
you done to us? You brought us out
of Egypt just so we could be killed
in the desert? We would rather have
stayed as slaves! At least then we
would still be alive!”

Moses told them, “No, we’re not
trapped. God will fight for you. All
you have to do is be still. Trust Him.”

The people did not believe Moses.
They panicked. They ran from one
end of the camp to the other. They
paced the shore like caged animals.
Some of the men tried to come up
with plans to get all the people across
the water. The children started yelling
and running around. The babies cried.
The women watched the chariots
coming closer and closer. In no time
at all Pharaoh and his six hundred
chariots would be right on top of
them!




The Star That Led to the
Baby’s Cradle
Matthew 2:1-10
A while later, Mary and Joseph had
some very important visitors. They
were wise men from faraway lands

in the east. They had seen the bright
star in the night skies. They believed
something great had happened. So
they traveled a long distance. They
went to King Herod in Jerusalem.

“We believe a King of the Jews has
been born. We saw His star in the east.
We have come to worship Him,” they
said to Herod.

Herod knew nothing about Jesus’
birth. He asked the religious leaders,
“Where is the King of the Jews
supposed to be born?”

“In Bethlehem,” they answered.
They knew the answer because that
was what the prophets had said many,
many years earlier.

..........



“When did the star appear?” Herod
asked the visitors. Herod wanted to
find out as much as possible about
this new king. He did not want anyone
taking away his throne. Herod was
very cruel and thought of a plan. He
ordered the wise men, “Go and honor
Him. When you have found Him,
come tell me. I want to do the same.”

The wise men went to Bethlehem.
They followed the star until it stopped.
When they went into the house, they
saw Baby Jesus in Mary’s arms.

They smiled and laughed. Their long
journey had been worth it. They had
found the King!

Gifts for a King
Matthew 2:11-12

The wise men unloaded their camels.
They had brought rare and beautiful
gifts to the little family. Mary and
Joseph’s eyes grew round. “Why,
these are gifts fit for a king,” Mary

whispered to Joseph. He nodded.

One of the wise men bowed before
her. “We’ve traveled a long way. The
star showed us where to go. Here is
gold for a great King.”

The second wise man came up to
Mary. “It doesn’t happen often that
such a large star suddenly appears.
That baby will be the greatest of all
men.” He laid a jar of myrrh at Mary’s
feet. Myrrh is very special perfume,
which could only be worn by very
important men.

The third wise man smiled at Mary
and Joseph. “This is incense for
burning. It will make the air sweet.
Incense is pleasing to God.”

Mary and Joseph thanked the men.
They all bowed their heads in prayer.
They thanked God for bringing Jesus
into the world.

The night before the visitors were
due to go back home, they had a
strange dream. In the dream God
warned them not to go back and see
King Herod. The wise men believed
the dream. They went home a
different way.




Mary Magdalene Sees

Jesus

Mark 16:9-11; Luke 24:12; John 20:3-18

Mary Magdalene ran back to tell Peter
and the rest of Jesus’ followers the
good news. He and John went back
with her to the tomb. It was empty,
just as she had said.

Mary Magdalene had watched as
they went inside. She had seen them
enter the tomb with looks of fear on
their faces. And she had seen them
come out with looks of excitement
and confusion.

When the men went home to watit,
she stayed by the tomb. She stood
outside and cried. She felt so afraid.
Was the message from the angel for
real? She thought that someone might
have stolen the body. Mary Magdalene
did not at all understand what was
happening.

Jesus had died. But now His body
was gone from the tomb. What did it
all mean?

As she cried, Mary Magdalene
happened to bend over and look inside
the tomb. Suddenly, she saw two men
dressed in shining white clothes
sitting where the body of Jesus had/
been! They said to her, “Dear lady#
why are you crying?”
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She said, “I’m crying because
they’ve taken away my Lord. I don’t
know where they’ve put Him.”

Then she turned around and saw
Jesus standing behind her in the
garden. But she did not know it was
Jesus. He was somehow different.
He said to her, “Dear woman, why
are you crying? Who are you looking
for?”

Mary Magdalene thought the man
standing in front of her was the
gardener. She said, “Sir, if you have
carried Him away, tell me where you
have put the body. I will take Him
away.”

In that soft but strong voice of His,




lesus said to her, “Mary!” At the
sound of her name she quickly turned
around. Then Mary saw who He was.
Only Jesus could say her name like
that.

“Oh Teacher!” she cried and fell at
His feet.

Jesus said to her, “Don’t touch Me
yet. I still need to go up to the Father.
Instead, go to My brothers. Tell them
[said, ‘I am going back to My Father
and your Father, My God and your
God.”

Mary ran back to the disciples. This

news she shared with them was even
more exciting than what she had told
them before. “I’ve seen the Lord!”
She told them all that He had said.




