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Week 1: Praying with Matthew

I have commanded you. And be-
hold, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the world.

 Pope Francis remarked in his Easter mes-
sage of 2013, “Let us be renewed by God’s 
mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable 
the power of his love to transform our lives 
too; and let us become agents of this mercy, 
channels through which God can water the 
earth, protect all creation and make justice 
and peace flourish.” How appropriate that the 
Pope calls us to be renewed by God’s mercy in 
light of the Great Commission of Jesus. 
 The responsibility of the Church and her 
members is to keep alive the message of God’s 
infinite mercy and love not through word 
alone, but through the living actions of mer-
cy. It’s not an easy task for it is a divine task, 
one that can’t be accomplished on our efforts 
alone. Thanks be to God who has poured out 
His Holy Spirit upon us to empower us to bring 
the love of Christ and His mercy to the world.

Prayer. Come Holy Spirit, stir within our 
hearts and strengthen our will to carry out the 
Great Commission. Empower us with bold-
ness to proclaim Your mercy and forgiveness. 
When opposition arises, may You transform 
our anger into grace and help us graciously 
extend the mercy we have received to others 
so the world may experience true peace. In Je-
sus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Week 3: Praying with Luke

  St. Luke is believed to be the author of the 
Gospel that bears his name as well as of the 
Acts of the Apostles. According to the ancient 
historian Eusebius, he was probably born in 
Antioch, Syria of a prosperous Greek family 
and was trained as a physician. His Gospel is 
considered the most poetic by many and he 
uses the best grammar and the most eloquent 
and correct Greek of the New Testament. He 
shows Jesus not as the Jewish Messiah, but as 
the world’s Savior and Lord. He had a high 
regard for the dignity of women, and they 
played an important part in his writings.
 The symbol of the winged Ox is associated 
with St. Luke because of the sacrificial em-
phasis Luke places on the life of Jesus. His 
Gospel begins in the Temple where the daily 
Jewish sacrifices were offered and Luke em-
phasizes the sacrificial aspect of Jesus’ cruci-
fixion and death at the end of his Gospel. The 
mercy of God is seen in the face of Jesus who 
offered Himself as the sacrifice for our sins. 
The death and punishment we deserve for our 
rebellion and sin against God was paid for by 
Jesus’ sacrificial death on the Cross.  Such is 
the mercy of God.
 How do we respond to that love? The only 
acceptable response to love is…love. There 
will be opportunities in our own life to sacri-
fice ourselves for the lives of others. Perhaps 
not in physical martyrdom, but there are op-
portunities to die to ourselves and choose the 


